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New Partnership Seeks to Protect  
Endangered Coastal Douglas-fir Ecosystems 

 

Victoria, BC – The unique natural environment of BC’s south coast is disappearing at an alarming rate, 
sparking coordinated action from a wide range of conservation biologists, concerned citizens and private 
landowners. A consortium of partners have joined together to form the Coastal Douglas-fir and 
Associated Ecosystems Conservation Partnership (CDFCP), which aims to increase the level of 
protection, raise awareness about the plight of BC’s iconic Coastal Douglas-fir forests and associated 
ecosystems, and to coordinate the actions of governments and other groups working to address this 
significant conservation issue. 

The CDFCP invites Federal, Provincial, First Nation, Regional District and Municipal governments to work 
alongside environmental non-government organizations, local citizens, university scientists, forest 
industry professionals and private landowners. The partnership will develop a coordinated, strategic and 
science-based plan to identify and implement the high priority actions necessary to avoid the loss of 
species and ecosystems and secure many other benefits provided by a healthy natural environment in 
the region (including pollination of crops, flood control and clean drinking water).  

Coastal Douglas-fir ecosystems are found along the south east side of Vancouver Island, the adjacent 
Gulf Islands, Sunshine Coast, Metro Vancouver and portions of the Fraser Valley. This rare natural area 
experiences a much drier climate than the rest of the BC coast, giving rise to more different kinds of 
plants, animals, fungi and other species than anywhere else in BC, yet well over 300 species are at some 
risk of extinction. 

To date, 33 governments, agencies and private landowners in the region have signed a Statement of 
Cooperation indicating support for the Partnership, including the Nature Conservancy of Canada, BC 
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations and Ministry of Environment, UBC, the 
Islands Trust, the Nature Trust of BC, the Sunshine Coast Regional District, the Regional District of 
Nanaimo and the Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team.  

Working Groups are actively being recruited to address specific areas of focus such as the science-based 
identification of priority areas, habitat protection, outreach and communications, local government 
support, ecosystem restoration and sustainable forest management. This will lead to the development 
and implementation of integrated policies on the part of Federal, Provincial, local and FN governments.  

 



Quotes 

“With over 80% of the area being private land, this is not an issue that can be addressed by 
governments alone,” says CDFCP Chair Tim Ennis (Nature Conservancy of Canada). “Achieving 
successful and enduring conservation outcomes will take a coordinated, strategic and science-based 
effort involving private land conservation supported by landowners, land trust organizations and all 
governments in the region.” 

“We’re convinced that conservation objectives for species and ecological communities in the CDF will 
only be achieved through a coordinated effort,” says CDFCP Co-Chair Darryn McConkey, Senior 
Ecosystem Biologist with the BC Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations. “The 
formation of the CDFCP is an important step in fostering shared stewardship of these globally unique 
ecosystems”  

“In the islands we are beginning to see creative initiatives that integrate nature conservation with land 
uses like agriculture, community facilities, forest restoration and housing,” says Steering Committee 
member, Kate Emmings, who works as the Ecosystem Protection Specialist with the Islands Trust Fund. 
“Nature doesn’t just belong in parks and protected areas; it is a part of everyday life. In an area of BC 
that has 75% of the population, it’s important to encourage human initiatives on private and public land 
that prioritize nature.” 

“Land acquisition and management is often thought of as the surest route to the conservation of native 
species and ecosystems,” says Steering Committee member Peter Arcese (vice-chair, Nature Trust of BC 
and Prof., UBC Faculty of Forestry). “However, active stewardship of private and public lands will clearly 
be required to achieve those aims in the CDF. I look forward to identifying incentives to foster private 
and public land conservation, to restoring old forest communities, and providing advice to all land 
owners in the CDF region.”  

“My experience with DL33, a mature CDF forest stand of high conservation value which was logged 
recently, led to my participation in the conservation partnership,” says Kathy McMaster of Nanoose 
Bay. “It was apparent there is a great need for an advisory body which can not only provide the tools 
needed for effective conservation of the CDF, but can take the initiative on active conservation both on 
private lands and on crown land.”  

“My involvement in the Cooperative Partnership is to honour my ancestors, to add value for my 
daughter and to encourage other private landowners to become involved,” says D. Haley, RPF, a private 
landowner. “My family has lived upon, and been supported by, our property since 1886. It has, and is, 
being actively managed for both agriculture and timber values but with a keen awareness of the 
ecological goods and services.”  

 

 



Facts 

• The Coastal Douglas-fir (CDF) ecological zone makes up about 0.3% of BC’s total area. 

• Over 75% of British Columbians live in this region and over 48% of the land-base has been 
converted to urban, suburban and agricultural uses. Most of the remainder has been logged, at 
least once.  

• Less than 1% of the original old growth Douglas-fir forests are left and less than 5% Garry oak 
woodlands remain making these two of the most endangered ecosystems in Canada.  

• ~8% of the region is protected in variety of private and government conservation lands making it 
the least-protected ecological zone in BC. 

• The CDF contains the highest diversity of plant species in BC and the highest diversity of over-
wintering bird species in Canada. 

Learn More 
Visit: www.cdfcp.ca 
Refer to Fact Sheet, Map and Q&A Sheets attached. 

Media Contact: 
Tim Ennis (CDFCP Chair)  
West Coast Program Manager, Nature Conservancy of Canada 
250-686-8640 
info@CDFCP.ca 
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