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'Anointed by The Salish Sea' 
PM's Cultural & Natural Immersion in the Briny Waters  

Bodes Well for Canada's World Heritage Sites 
 
[CEDAR, BC] – "We really appreciate the Prime Minister throwing himself into the sea," 
says Laurie Gourlay, Interim Director of the Salish Sea Trust, the organization that's 
proposed the Salish Sea as a World Heritage Site.(1) "I wish we had thought of that!" 
 
"Taking a plunge in Canada's heritage is the cure for all our problems," says Gourlay. 
"Once you get to know the people who've lived and toiled here, as well as a sense of 
place, there's no denying how lucky we are, and why we need to work together to keep it 
that way." 
 
"And immersing oneself in the subject is a great way to get to know the cultural and 
natural heritage of the Salish Sea!" Gourlay adds with a wry smile. "Especially this long 
civic weekend, as we reach out on the anniversary of the federal government inviting 
Canadians to submit applications for World Heritage Sites." 
 
August 8th is the anniversary of  Minister McKenna welcoming submissions to recognize 
places of outstanding universal value. (2) The Salish Sea Trust is celebrating the country's 
heritage by writing fellow World Heritage Site contenders - congratulating them for 
recognizing special places across Canada which should be protected for all humankind. 
 
"Parks Canada is helping," Gourlay notes," by forwarding our letter of congratulation to the 
other 40 sites across the country which hope to become UNESCO World Heritage Sites. 
We want to recognize the diversity of Canada's cultural and natural heritage, and extend a 
hand of friendship to all who are working hard to honour our country's inheritance." (3) 
 
According to Gourlay, Prime Minister Trudeau's splashdown in the Salish Sea this 
weekend, "is the example all Canadians are looking for when it comes to diving into their 
cultural and natural heritage. It's good to see the Prime Minister really getting into the 
subject!"  
 
The Salish Sea Trust hopes Canadians from across the country will get to know the 
special places in their neck of the woods, and waters, as well as the organizations that are 
helping to recognize and protect them. "Take the plunge in Canada's heritage. You'll be 
glad you did," says Gourlay. 
 
For more information,  
Laurie Gourlay 
250-722-3444 
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************** 
(3. Letter to Canadian World Heritage Site Applicants...) 
 
TheSalishSea 
...World Heritage Site Campaign 
 
August 4, 2017 
 
My Fellow Canadians & World Heritage Site Applicants, 
 
As you know Minister McKenna invited submissions by Canadians last year, August 8th, for those who wished to 
see cultural and natural places of outstanding universal value added to the Tentative List of prestigious World 
Heritage Sites. 
 
We all submitted applications to Parks Canada in January, and we're all waiting patiently, hopeful that this 
December our special site may be announced as a UNESCO World Heritage Site contender. 
 
With such excitement and expectation in our lives, and throughout our communities and regions, we at the Salish 
Sea Trust wanted to reach out across this vast country - to congratulate you and to express our appreciation for the 
hard work and attention you have given to Canada's cultural and natural heritage.  
 
We are pleased to be in such good company! And when the time is right we look forward to hearing more about the 
exceptional places which you have championed, and which you help to protect as the common heritage of 
humankind.  
 
The Salish Sea Trust believes that all applications, whether or not they are successful, serve to further the 
aspirations of Canadians and the greater global community. Within a framework of world heritage, indigenous 
people's experience and sustainable development there is much to celebrate ...and in a country as large and diverse 
as Canada there is much to learn, as well as  inspiration in every corner. 
 
All of you who are engaged in this important work should take a moment this summer to reflect on your contribution 
to the goals and vision that are part and parcel of UNESCO World Heritage Sites. Our cultural and natural heritage, 
our shared values, and our hopes and dreams for the betterment of society and this blue planet are something we 
should all be proud of.  
 
We are together engaged in a wonderful and rewarding endeavour that seeks to help our world and all humanity, for 
all time. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Laurie Gourlay 
Interim Director  
On behalf of the Salish Sea Trust. 
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